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We ee 
Doctor in Divinks, | 


\ndMiniſter of the United Pariſhes of St, Olave | 
in tte Ola Fewry, and of St. Martins in Iron-\ 

nonger- Lane, in the City of London, trom the 
Complaints and Objections which. Lawrence | 
Smith, Doctor of Civil Law, and Rector of | | 
Hout h- -WVarmborough | in Hampſhire, and ſome of | 
bis Friends hive made againſt him, for endea. | 
vouring to remove him from the Sunday After 
noon Lecture, in the * belonging to 
thoſe Pariſſes a of 


- Towhich is ada, 


Joftor Greene's Requeſt to his Parithioners for 
their Favour and Aſſiſtance, that his Son 
may ſucceed Doctor Smith in his Lecture for 
a limitted Time, if the Biſhop of London ſhall 
remove him from it at Lady-day next, 
Feb. the * 17. 
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VINDICATION | 


OF 


Or. Thomas Greene, &c. || 


Feb. the 12th 1710, 11. | 
My Beloved Friends and Pariſhioners, 


Olomon tells us, Prov. the 18. 17, He that is fir 
9 * his own Cauſe ſeems Juſt, but his Neighbour 
comes and ſearches bim, and the Truth of this j 
grounded upon the common Partiality of Mankind, j 
o tell their own Stories with Favour, and to their 
n Advantage; and the firſt Story told after this | 
nner doth uſually ſo affect and poſſeſs the Minds of | 
le that hear it, that they hear the next with Pre- 
lice, and thereby render themſelves incapable of 
king a right and indifferent Judgment in the Caſe ö 
tis brought before them; but tho, where Preju- ld; 
es have been long ſettl'd, and deeply rooted in the | 
nds of Men, Truth and Reaſon ſeldom prevail 
er them, yet they are ſo ſtrong and powerful in 
Nnſeſves, that when Truth is ſet in a due Light, 
confirm d with good Reaſons; and when thoſe 
aſons are applied in Seaſon, and kindly receiv'd, 
y will abate the Force of the ſtrongeſt Prejudices, 
they may not be able perfectly to remove _— 
A 2 4 


n . 7 —— Lc — 


( 4 ) 
and therefore fince Dr. Smith has repreſented his 
very much to his own Advantage; and I have gy 
Reaſon to believe tha. he hath long complain d 
his Friends againſt me for attempting to remove! 
from the Lecture, and ſince 1 have been made ſol 
{ible of the Effects of his Complaints againſt me, 
when I waited upon them to deſire their Fay 
and Aſſiſtance to get my Son into the Lecture, 
Caſe the Biſhop of London ſhould think fit to rem 
the Dr. from it: Some were ready with their Objel 

ons againſt the Removal of him, others receiv d 
with a more than uſual Coldeneſs and Diſreſpect, i 
thers (I have heard) talkd very warmly againſt 
behind my Back, others have {eem'd to keep the 
ſelves upon the Reſerve, and at a Diſtance from 

And tho' my Lord of London, on the 3d of 0 
ber laſt, order'd the Doctor to quit the Lecture im 
diately, by a Letter under his Hand, yet the Doi 
ſoon after prevail d with Two cr Three of 
Friends of the Pariſh to go with him to the Biſhop 
London, and by their Joint Application they obtai 
Leave from my Lord, that the Doctor ſhould (ul 
and preach the Lecture till Lady-day next, upon 
Promiſe to my Lord that he would quit it at tl 
Time. But it the Doctor had been ſo Juſt to 
Word as to have taken me along with him to! 
Biſhop, as he poſitively promis d to me that he wo 
do a very few Days before he went without me; 
believe I could have given the Biſhop ſuch Real 
to the contrary, that he would not have givent 
Doctor leave to (tay ſo much longer than he firlt 
tended he ſhould ſtay ; and I believe his Friend 
the Pariſh would not have gone with him to 
Biſhop upon ſuch an Occaſion, if the Docter 
been ſo fair as to have given them Time and Ley! 
to hear firſt what I couldſay againſt their going Wi 


1 
m, without me, or ſome of my Friends, in the 
© Sri. However, fince I bad from the beginning 
ade choice of my Lord of London to be ſole Arbi- 

tor between the Doctor and me; I do willingly 
mit to his Determination, tho' I am ſure that the 
hop hath thereby given him an Opportunity to re- 
it and confirm to his Friends his former Complaints 
ainſt me, and perhaps to do me more Miſchief of 
WS (ame kind before he leaves the Lecture, than as 
be hath been able to do; and ſince ſome of my 
n beſt Friends, who did not fully underſtand 
true Grounds and Reaſons of what I had done, 
intended to do, towards removing the Doctor 
m the Lecture, and had therefore made but a 
ak and imperfect Defence for me againſt thoſe 
mplaints, which they ſometimes heard from the 
ctor's Friends againſt me, I thought my ſelf obliged 
Prudence to let them both know what I have to 

in Vindication of my (elf. 

Some perhaps may be apt to think, That ſince 
Doctor hath promiſed to quit the Lecture at Lady- 
next, it would have been much better for me 
ave paſſed over theſe Complaints in Silence and 
ntempt, yet knowing by long and fad Experience 
apt ſome Pariſhioners ate to hear and receive 
tories againſt their own Miniſter, and to take 
m upon truſt, and to improve them to his great 
advantage, and yet to conceal them ſo carefully 
n him as to leave him no Remedy againſt the 
reſſions of them upon themſelves or others; and 
e the Doctor hath long ſince aſſured me, That 
be removed from his Lecture, I ſhall be remo- 
from my Wedneſday Lecture, and ſince he hath 
red me likewiſe, That when he is gone, my Son 
not be choſen into his Place: If there be any 
ond for theſe Aſſurances, they * 
3 et 
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let me to underſtand, That the Doctor hath fin 
and eſtabliſhed ſuch an Intereſt in the Hearts a 
Affections of his Friends in the Pariſh, that if he 
removed from them, I muſt expect that my Re 
tation, and my Son's Intereſt will be removed wii 
him; I am therefore fully convinced, that if I wo 
ſee any good Effects of my Miniſtry in the Parl s 
or preſerve that little Reputation which the Dod 
hath left me amongſt his Friends, or entertain 
leaſt Hope of their Favour and Aſſiſtance to dru 
my Son into the Lecture, it is abſolutely neceſſa 
for me to publiſh this Vindication of my ſelf, and! 
try, if poſſible, to remove thoſe Prejudices which ha 
been, I fear, too long entertained in ſome Pecyl 
Minds againſt me, by anſwering thoſe ObjeQinf 
which either the Doctor himfelf offered to me, 
which were ſuggeſted to me by his Friends, vi 
may be preſumed to have firſt received them fr 
him, and though Perſonal and Private Conference 
a ſafer Way of tranſacting a Buſineſs of this Natuſ 
yet ſince a tranſient Diſcourſe with all Perſons all 
cern'd would be very troubleſome and tedious to m 
and after all, ſince it would be apt to be miſtauq; 
or forgotten, I have thought that a Printed Yiſcouſf 
would be more eaſie and effetual to my. Purpok 
and therefore truſting to your Candotr, and t 
Goodneſs of my Cauſe, I have choſen to Print 
Caſe, and to leave it in your Hands, that you ml 
have a full View of it all a once, and peruſe it a 
ten as you pleaſe, and therefore I deſire you to 
it at your Leiſure, and to conſider impartially yl 
I have ſaid for my ſelf in the following Lines. 

There were but few, in Compariſon, in ba 
Pariſhes, who directly objected againſt the Dol: 
Removal or againſt me for attempting to rem. 
him; but, the Force of their Objections againſt « 


— 


19 
es in theſe Words, That I was almoſt the only Per- 
who deſir d to remove him, and that only with a deſigre 
bring in my Son into his Place; and that ſince the 
octor was freely choſen at firſt, it was hard that he 
uld be forc'd out againſt his Will, eſpecially when 
Doctor bath obtain'd a Licenſe from the Biſhop, 
che Law requires; and beſides, the Practice of re- 
Pving Lecturers in ſuch a manner is not uſual in the 
ty of London, and if it was, yet why ſhould Dr, 
only be turn'd out, when many others as ob- 
xious as himſelf, for their Non-reſ1dence are quiet- 
permitted to (tay in their Lectures? The ſevera 
djections contain'd in thoſe Words come cloſeſt 
the Point in Debate between the Doctor and me, 
od neareſt to the Senſe of the Doctor and his 
ends, and ſeem to have the moſt Weight in them; 
eicher lye at the bottom of all the reſt, or tocom- 
hend at leaſt whatever is material in them all, and 
refore I ſhall give diſtinct and particular Anfwers 
hem. 
irſt, If it be objected againſt me, that few or 
ne in both Pariſhes deſire the Doctor ſhould be 
oved, except my ſelf, and that only witha deſign 
bring my Son into the Lecture. This I have been 
dibly inforn: d, the Doctor hath declar'd to ſome 
his Friends in the Pariſh z but if the Doctor hath 
truly declar'd this, there is no Force in this Obe 
lion which hath been made againſt me, and that 
may have ſuffigient Reaſon to queſtion the Truth 
t; I deſire you take notice that Doctor Smith was 
len Lecturer, OZ. 14. 1703. and tho he was at 
a Stranger to me, yet he was chofen into the 
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in dure chiefly by my Intereſt and Conduct; and ſe- 
DotaWal Months before he was choſen we had ſeveral 
| rema*tings in order to it, and contracted a great Ac- 
inſt N lintance with each other; and Itold him at ſome of 


A 4 thoſe 


© — — —— — _—_——  — —_—— SO —ů— 


(68 
thoſe Meetings, that I uſually preached in the MorniWhat 
for a Friend out of Town, the Two latter Sura 
Four or Five of the Sammer Months, and that 
he was choſen Lecturer, he would do me a ſingu 
Kindneſs, if he would preach for me at my Chu 
in the Mornings of thoſe Two latter Sundays, and 
would preach his Courſes, at my Church, on 
ſame Sundays in the Afternoon. 
This the Doctor readily promiſed to do, a 
after he was choſen, I read Prayers for him, wh 
he preached in the Afternoon, the firſt Half year, hy 
ing thereby to give him the greater Countenan 
and Intereſt among the Pariſhioners, and we con 
nued for ſometime great Friends, But after the EA 
following, and aſſoon as I had Occaſion to Preach 
the Morning for my Friend, who uſed to be out 
Town at that Time, I charged the Doctor with 
Promiſe, and defired him to perform it, but ton 
great Amazement, he denyed, that ever he had ma 
ſuch a Promiſe to me, and after long and frequa 
and preſſing Solicitations to perform his Promi 
I could not prevail with him to do it, wheres 
Man of Common Ingenuity, who had been ſo oblig 
by me could hardly have refuſed ſuch ; 
eaſie Kindneſs, tho he had never promiſed it to i 
before he was choſen. 

Upon this, I broke oft my Friendſhip and A 
quaintance with him, but tho' he continued to Pra 
almoſt Seven Years after this, I did not inform a 
of the Pariſhioners how falſe and ungrateful he 
been to me, becauſe I would not diſcourage their Ca 
tributions to him for Preaching the Lecture, or lel 
the Eſteem and good Opinion which ſome of thai 
- Whoattended his Lecture might have for him; a 
now in Anſwer to the Objection, That I was alm 
the only Perſon who deſired to remove him, 4 


hat only with a Deſign to get my Son inte his 
lace, I do ſolemnly declare, that ſoon after Chriſt- 
4s was Twelve months, ſome of the Pariſhioners, 
yho had been angry with me for helping the Doctor 
ato the Lecture, quitted their old Reſentments againſt 
e, and ſome of thoſe who had heard my Son 
reach, or who had received a good Character of 
is Performances in that Kind from thoſe who had 
eard him, and having a compaſſionate Senſe of ſome 
eat Misfortunes that had lately fallen upon me, 
reely offered to me, that if I could remove the Doctor 
rom the Lecture, they would endeavour by their 
ntereſt amongſt their Neighbours to get my Son cho- 
en into his Place, and this they offered without the leaſt 
Application from me, and before I had made to them 
zny Complaints of the Doctor s former ill Uſage of 
e, and tho* ſome may think this very ſtrange, be- 
auſe a Lecturer is uſually a Pariſh-Creature, yet I 
vell remember that many of them had voted againſt 
Doctor Smith when he was firſt choſen, and from 
hat Time they had taken up ſuch a Diſguſt and 
Prejudice againſt him, on the Account of his Abſence 


om his Cure in the Country, and for other Reaſons in 


he manner of his Election into the Lecture, that ſome 
of them in both Pariſhes long abſented themſelves 
rom their Pariſh Church in the Afternoon, and 
ould not hear the Doctor, or contribute to the 
Support of his Lecture, and I am credibly inform'd, 
hat for the laſt Two Years he received not above 
Eight Pounds in One whole Pariſh, and they who have 
ollected for him in the other Pariſh know — 
ell how hard a Task it hath been to them to raiſe 


any conſiderable Contribution for the Doctor there- 


and ſurely this is a good Argument to prove that 
hey defired the Removal of him, and wiſhed for a 
re agreeable Lecturer in his Place; and that it was 

Not 


( 10) 


not originally the deſire of me alone, with a deſign 5 
to bring in my Son; but you ſee my Friends fi 
put tne upon it, and ſoon after others upon H. 
Application to them were of the (ame Mind, and en. Mee 
courag'd me to hope for their Favour and Affiſtance i; ; 
to bring my Son into the Doctor's Place; fo that if IM 
had no Son to ſucceed the Doctor, yet to gratiſie one 
many Friends in both Pariſhes, who deſired the Re. i; 
moval of him, and whom I had formerly difobligd ner 
by helping of him in; and conſidering his Non: reſ. ro: 
dence, and his ill Uſage of me, from his firſt Entrance Pe 
upon the Lecture, I do not ſee why I might not have on 
deſir'd and endeavout d to get another into his Place Wo; 
without any Scruple in my (elf, or Blame from others Hor 

Secondly, It it be objected, That ſince the Do- Mod 
cor was at firſt freely choſen into the Lecture, it Hire 
hard that he ſhould be forc'd out of it againſt hind 
Will; I crave leave to anſwer, That the Doctor waren 
not very freely choſen at firſt : *Tis true, the Doctor re 
had Thirty-tour Votes, (as I remember,) and be 
Competitor, a Man of a conſiderable Character, hal My d 
only Thirty Votes ; but I think that they who geh. 
is Competitor thoſe Votes were all Churchmen, and 
Uaanimous tor him, and made loud Clamours againſt 
the Doctor on the Account ot his Non reſidence ; and 
ſurely it cannot be call'd a very free Election, if he 
was choſen againſt the Will of the greateſt Part of the 
Churchmen in the Pariſh, and when ſome Church Wu: 
men who voted for him had not done it, if they had not 
been moſt earneſtly importun'd by me to vote for him 
againſt their own Inclinations ; and when (as I be 
believe) the Doctor carried the Lecture only by the 
Diſſenters Votes, which I had obtain'd for him; but 
belides, I believe the Doctor was choſen only tot 
One Year, and his Election was not enter'd in the. 
Veſtry Book belonging to both Pariſhes, which at 
| waſs 


(32 
ys us'd to be done where there hath been a gene- 
al Approbation, and a free Concurrence in the 
hoice of a Lecturer. Now if the Dodor was not 
reely choſen at firſt, and with a general Approbation 
pt; the Pariſhioners, this will very much k ſſen the 
argument of thole who obj-&, that it is hard that 
he Doctor ſhould be remov'd by Force, and againſt 
is Will, eſpecially if you confider what Encourage- 
ent l had at firſt from ſome of them to remove him 
rom the Lecture; and that before I had made any 
eps towards it | waited upon the Doctor with my 
Pon, on the 23d of February laſt, and told the Do- 
For what a kind Offer I had received for my Son, 
om ſeveral of my good Friends in both Parithes ; 
Ind theretore I propos'd to him, that if he would 
rely quit the Lecture at the Lady-day following ; 
nd it my Son was choſen into it, I would pay io him 
en Guineas in Hand, and if my Son receiv'd Thirty- 
re Pounds Yearly from both Pariſhes for preaching 
e Lecture ; I would pay to him Five Pounds Year- 


during th: pace of Four Years, and at the end of 
ve he Term pay to him Twenty Guiueas more, if it 
eas God that 1 and my Son ſhould live ſo long, 
nd I offer'd all the Legal Security for theſe Payments 
nd What he could deſire; and I then earneſtly intreated 
be he Doctor to accept of theſe Propoſals, and told 
» im that | would have ofter'd to him much more; 


but I had not long before loſt a conſiderable Sum of 
loney, by putting it into Il] Hands, and I told him, 
thought theſe Propoſals were generous on my Part, 
onſidering my preſent Circumſtances, and how lit- 
Ic he had made of the Lecture; and conſidering 
ikewiſe the Invalidity of his preteaded Licenſe ; and 
how obnoxious he. was to the Biſhops of London and 
Wincheſter, on the Account of his Non-refidence, 
ut the Doctor inſiſted upon the Validity of his Li- 
cenle 
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(12) 
cenſe, and ſaid, likewiſe he had been inform'd, thy 
the Archbiſhop, and Biſhops, had agreed not to t; 
move the preſent Lecturers, and therefore he obſt; Old 
nately retus*d to quit the Lecture upon my Propoſal, 
and upon his Refuſal I rook my leave of him; ant 
from that Time determin'd to remove him by all the 
Honeſt and Legal Ways I could; and I think, whenpav 
I had firſt try'd what fair Means would do, the Dus 
tor and his Friends have the leſs Reaſon to complainM! 
againſt me for endeavouring to remove him by Force, is 
and againſt his Will ; for if he was remov'd by Fore, 
it doth not appear that I have put this Force upon{W* V 
him, or that it was in my Power to have done it 
I only told my Lord Biſhop of London, in April lalt 
that he had a good Benefice in the Country, and thai" 
in another Dioceſe, and remote from London, and 
that he had been Lecturer in my Pariſh almoſt Seven © 
Years, and my Lord then moſt feadily promis'd to mM 
that he would take care to remove him from his Le 
cture; and if my Lord hath been.zs good as his Word A 
and hath done no more than what-by Law he hat 
Authority to do; what reaſon hath the Doctor, & 
his Friends, to complain of me for ufing him harden 
by doing that little which I did, in arder to remoſt il 
him from the Lecture. al 

If Tknow my ſelf I would not deliberately do an 
hard Thing to any Man Alive, unleſs it were to pre 
vent him from doing as hard, or, harder aw Thing t0 
my ſelf ; and all Circumſtances confider'd, I beliew 
it will appear to all indifferent Perſons, that a great 
Hardſhip would be put upon me by the Doctor ani" 
his Friends, if he ſhould be continued Lecturer by 
Force, and againſt my Will, and againſt the Willa 
my Friends in both Pariſhes, then would he put upd 
the Doctor by me, tho' the Biſhop, upon the Motil 
made to him, ſhould think fit to remove him. 


(13) 
If the Doctor was deſtitute of Preferment, and un- | 
ler narrow Circumſtancts in his Fortune, if he was f 
Old, or Infirm, I believe I ſhould not have done fo 
uchas I have done towardsthe Removal of him, tho? 
had been ſure that my Son would ſucceed him; but 
when the Doctor is a Batchelor, and is ſo far from 
aving a Wife or Children to provide for, that he hath 
lis Wife's Portion yet to receive; and after he hath 
huitted the Lecture in our Pariſh, he hath a Pariſh of 

is own, to Receive, and Cheriſh, and Support him; 

nd tho? he is not where he would be, and as long as li 
je would be, yet he is, or may be, as ſoon as he plea- {| 
Wes, where by Law and Conſcience he ought to be. 
hereas J have been above Thirty-two Years Mini- | 
ter of the Pariſh, and have paid Rent for a Dwelling- | 
ouſe all that Time ; becauſe, after the Fire of London, | 
ot only my Parſonage and Vicaridge houſe, but ano- 
her built upon the Pariſh Glebe, were burat down, 
nd let to others in long Leaſes, by the Authority of 
n AR of Parliament, and yet in all that Time I have 
ot ſued One Pariſhioner for Marriage or Burial Du- 
es, nor taken out one Warrant to diſtrain for Tythe 
pon the Goods of any one of. them in either of the 
ariſhes, as I might have done by Law, aud with a 
ry good Conſcience; and ſome Caſes of this Nature 
e now depending in both Pariſhes, and tis not to be 
oubted but this my Forbearance, together with 
e Loſs of Tythes I often ſuſtain d by empty 
ouſes, and by voluntary Abatements of my juſt Due 
pon many particular Occaſions, hath been a great 
diſadvantage to me every Year, as my Tythe-books 
ill ſhew, to thoſe who can entertain the leaſt Scru- 
e about the Truth, and cerrainly of it; and when 
have labour'd ſo many Years with a flender Compe- 
ncy to maintain my Family, and give my Children 
indifferent Education; and when I have receiv'd 
many 


(614) 
many great Croſſes, and Loſſes, and Diſappointmey 
in the World, ſome of which are the more grievousy 
be endur d, becauſe they are not fit to be declare 
fo that being now in my Old Age, if I ſhould die re 
Morrow I muſt leave my Wife in her declining YearWpot 
and Three Sons to ſtruggle with, a hard World, en 
der great Straits and Difficulties. And therefore gi 
me leave to ask why ſhould I be thought by any MA 
of my Pariſh to do an hard Thing to the Doctor, ro 
is ſo well provided for in a Pariſh of his own ? [x 
the Doctor's Friends be as Kind and Courteous, hat 
as Compaſſionate to him as chey pleaſe, for as longy 
he continues Lecturer amongſt them, I have not HM No 
leaſt Inclination to diſcourage ſuch good Qualities ¶ uc. 
thoſe who like his Preaching, and are willing to he 
him; but why ſhould their Kindneſs. and Coum id: 
ſie, and Compaſſion, lye all on one Side, and allo lar. 
the wrong Side too? If they would conſider howfWiſh 
much more nearly related I am to them thaibli 
the Doctor can pretend to be; and if they would pla ¶ ice 
their Kindneſs and Compaſſion on right Objects, anlfW&nor 
ſhew them moſt where they are moſt' needed, analy 
moſt deferved, I ſhould encourage my ſelf to hope ſi vas 
ſuch a Share of them both, that they would allow lac 
without Cenſure to embrace and improve the kin arli 
Offer of my Friends in favour of my Son, / tho? til 

Doctor himſelf be remov d to make Way for him. {reac 
Thirdly, If it be objected, that the Doctor, after Hind 
was choſen Lecturer, obtain'd a Licenſe from i Bu 
Biſhop of London, as the Law required, and theriihe I 
fore he neither can, nor ought to be, remoy'd altudg, 
this manner; I anſwer, that I doubt not but tt 
Doctor hath made a great Noiſe among his Frienc 

within and without the Pariſh, concerning the Leg4Wi 
lity and Authority of his Licenſe ; but he may 1Wleaſe 
member, that ſoon after he was choſen, when vi} = 
We 
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vere good friends, I advis d him by no means to go ta 
he Biſhop of London for a Licenſe, becauſe the Bi- 
5p had ſeveral times declared to me with more than 
ordinar Reſentment, that he would not ſuffer any 
pf thoſe who had a Cure of Souls in the Country, and 
emote from London, to preach Lectures in the City. 
chere fore directed him to go to the Biſhop's Regiſter 
t Doctors Commons, and for his Money he would 
Yrocure a Licenſe for him without the Biſhop's Know- 
dge or Conſent, tho? I told him at the fame time, 
hat without the Biſhop's Knowledge and Conſent 
WheLicenſe would not be good in Law, the Doctor 
Wook my Advice, and with his Money he did obtain 
uch a Licenſe, but not ſuch a Licenſe as is requir'd 
y the Act of Uniformity 3 becauſe the Doctor 
lid not firſt qualifie himſelf for it by making ſuch De- 
Wlzrations and Subſcriptions in the Preſence of the 
Biſhop, and by doing other Things which that Act 
blig'd him to do before, and after he obtain d his 
icenſe: And the Biſhop of London, I ſuppoſe, 
nowing this, told me at ſeveral times that he did not 
ade the Authority of his Licenſe, and if his Licenſe 
as not legally obtain'd at firſt, then his Lecturer's 
W lace, by the Words of the aforemention'd ACt of 
nWarliament, is actually void, as if he was naturally 
Wcad ; and conſequently, ever ſince the Doctor firſt 
reach d it, he has been an Uſurper of my Pulpit, 
Ind ſtill continues ſo to be. 
W But ſince a time is already fix'd for the withdrawing 
he Doctor's Licenſe, by the Biſhop himſelf, who is 
MYJudge in his own Court when he pleaſes ſo to be, and 
bo beſt knows his own Authority, and for what 
eaſons he has done it, I leave this Matter to the 
Wilbop, or to his Conſiſtory Court, if the Doctor 
eaſes. r 
= Foarthly, 
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Fourthly, As to the Fourth Objection, That the 
Practice ot turning out of Lecturers by the Way | 
have attempted it is unuſual in the City of Londa 


In Anſwer to this, I grant, that to preſerve im 
Peace of Pariſhes, and to ſhe the Peoples Reſpect Mid 
thoſe Lecturers who are Miniſters of Pariſhes ii 
the City of London, and to thoſe Lecturers likewileſye. « 
who are deſtitute of other Preferment, and have lie 
Cure of Souls in the Country, or at leaſt not remotWilic 
from London, it is not uſual in the City to fo th 
out ſuch Lecturers, ſuppoſing that they were fred 
choſen at firſt, and have ſince obtained Licero en 
from the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, as the AF of U mo 
formity requires. The City Cuſtom in favour ty 
ſuch Lecturers as it was at firſt introduced. npaf{le t 
good Reaſon, ſo I grant that for the ſame. it is ſtilMeac 
generally continued, and I will allow, that a gte f i 
Reſpect is due to good old Cuſtoms, and that the ve tat 
attempt to change Cuſtoms, that bave been long we 
eſtabliſhed, is apt to raiſe Prejudices in Men's Mindſt it 
againſt it, before the Reaſons of making ſuch a Char tb 
are made very plain and manifeſt to them; but the ead 


are ſo many New and Uncommon Circumſtance 
in the Doctor's Caſe, that when they are known 
and confider'd, ] hope they will be ſo many goolf 
Reaſons for the Change that hath been attempted 
and more than ſufficient tb take off the Force of thi 
Objection, which is made againſt removing Cit 
Lecturers, at leaſt ſo far as I have been concerned it 
it, for tho' there are too many Inſtances of it, 
it is not very uſual for the City Lecturers to ha 
Cures of Souls in the Country, ſo very remote fro 
London : It 1s unuſual for Lecturers in the City of L 
don to have Licences without the Knowledge auld 
Conſent of che Archbiſhop of the Province, or of tht 


Biſhop of the Dioceſs: It is unuſual for Lecturersin — 
, 
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ity to be ſo falſe and ungrateful to the Miniſter of the 
ariſh where he preaches, as I have ſhew'd the Doctor 
ch been to me; it is unuſual for LeQurersin the City 
make diviſions in the Pariſh where they preach; 
d to: endeavour to alienate the minds of the Pa- 
hioners:againft their own Miniſter by complain- 
g of him behind his back, as I have reaſon to 
lieve the Doctor hath done of me in ſeveral Fa- 
lies of both Pariſhes, it is anuſual for a Lecturer 
the City to have the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe, 
d the Miniſter of the Pariſh and ſo many Church- 
n.in both Pariſhes concurring in their deſires to 
„move him, it is unuſual for a Lecturer in the 
ity by making unfair repreſentations of his own 
e to force the Miniſter of the Pariſh where he 
reaches to write Apologies in Vindication of him- 
If in his old Age to preſerve his Intereſt and Re- 
ration amongſt them. I might add many more 
wand unuſual circumſtances in the Doctors caſe; 
t if they who make this Objection againſt remov- 
che Doctor will pleaſe ro conſider thoſe IJ have 
eady mention d, I am apt to believe, they will 
nclude that the City cuſtom may be preſery'd 
Wd yet the Doctor may be ,remov'd, becauſe he 
no Right or Title to the Benefit of ſuch a cuſtom 
was not originally intended for him, nor is ir 
ll continued in favour of thoſe who are fo un- 
alificd for it as the Doctor appears to be, much 
$ ought ſuch a cuſtom to be pleaded in bar to 
Authority of the Biſhop whenſoever he in Con- 
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ence or in Prudence ſhall think fit to remove him. 
Fifthly and Laſtly, It is Objected why ſhould 
#W- 51th be the only Lecturer turn d out, or why 
Huld he be made the firſt example of the Biſhop's. 
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as himſelf on the ſame Account are permitted þ 
him quietly to ſtay in their Lectures. This is ¶ ro 
Doctor's own Objection and I believe lies near 
his Heart, but I anſwer that if I were ſo diſpo 
J could fill this Paper with juſt complaints whia 
many wiſe and good Men before and ſince the Ri 
formation have made againſt the Scandal and Mio: 
{chief of Non reſidence, and if there were Occafiy 
for it, I would ſoon give in a Liſt of many excelle 
and hopeful young Clergymen in and about thi 
City who are not able to maintain themſelves an 
longer in the Univerſity and are quite deſtitute 
preferment in the Church, and who till provideno nc 
ſhall better provide for them, woud be glad ih 
ſucceed here in the places of thoſe who are Abſcnſ 
from their Cures in the Country, but I know ver 
few of thoſe Lecturers in the City who are AbſcuWin 
from their Cures in the Country, and T have noWan 
thing to do with them, and if the number of then 
be ſo great as Dr. Smith has repreſ:nted to nit 
they are a formidable body of Men and I dare ner 
meddle with them. 

Bur ſince the Doctor has ſo long continued i 
the Lecture, I think the Biſhop has been very ten 
der and gentle to him by giving him almoſt a who fine 
Years time to prepare himſelf for his removal fron out 
it, and T am ſure it does no. more become me 1 T. 
Drect the Biſhop what he ſhould do with othaen 
Lecturers, who are as Obnoxious as the Doctor at 
upon the Account of their Non-refidence, than ir f 
becomes the Doctor to reflect on the Biſhop fe) 
what he has done in relation to himſelf, and fu reft 
what he has not done in relation to others. Ie 
ſo well acquainted with the Doctors temper that He 
know he will deny the ill things I have charge et! 


him within this Paper, but J do averr moſt of then hin 
une 
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o be true upon my own knowledge; owT can prove 
blem to be ſo upon the teſtimony of others upon 
och if there were Occaſion for it, and if he will 
ow that there is any truth and weight in thoſe. 
hings I have ſaid againſt him, in anſwer to the 
ourth and laſt Objection before this, and if the 
Wiſhop were to be acquainted with them, the Doctor 
ould be fully convinc'd that he is not to be re- 
ov'd from the Lecture barely on the Account of 
is Non. reſidance, but for want of a legal Licence 
o preach it, and for doing ſome things before and 
ince he was chofen into it which I dare ſay cannot 
e charg d upon other Lecturers, and conſequently 
Wiſicad of reflecting on the Biſhop's partiality he 
wſt blame himſelf if he falls ſingly and alone by 
imſelf, becauſe he will ſee many unuſual circum- 
Wances'in his Caſe that make it ſpecial and quite 
Hfercnt from all the reſt, and yet if it would be. 
hy Satisfaction to him, I could tell him of a Mini 
er in this City who has been choſen into a much 
eater Lecture in another Pariſh than that in ours, 
d yet hath been denyed a Licence by theBiſhop of 
ten ondon and kept out of the Lecture near two ears, 
zo incipally becauſe he hath a Cure of Souls in the 
ton ount 7. | 
eu Thus have J anſwer'd the Objections which have, 
en made againſt me by the Dr. and his Friends 
attempting to remove him from the Lecture in 
t Pariſh, and I perſuade my ſelf that whatever 
ey thought of me before, yet when they have 
refully read and impartially conſider'd what T 
We now Written in Vindication of My ſelf, if 
ey cannot approve yet they will at leaſt excuſe 
at part which T have acted towards the removal 
him, and J hope that they will allow that I have 
ne nothing in order to it that is hard or violent 
a B 2 or 
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or very unuſual conſidering the ſual circum. We; 
2 in the Dr's behaviour FOOD By — 
I have been ſo incourag'd by my Friends in the 
Pariſh to do what I have done, I belieye they wil 
acquit me in point of Conſcience that 1 have done 
nothing unbecoming the dignity of my Profeſlion 
as I am a Miniſter of the Goſpel, or my public 
Character and Station as I am, a Minifter of the 
Pariſhes to which they belong. man. 1 

Some of them perhaps may | erroneoully. think 
that in this Paper I have tranſgreſſed the great 
Dutys of humility and meekneſs and patience and 
Charity ſo often preſcrib'd in the Goſpel of Chrilh 
but J very well know that theſe great Chriſtian 
Dutys do not take away the rules of juſtice and 
equity between one Man and another which ar 
preſcrib'd in the ſame Goſpel, and from thence] 
believe, I do rightly infer that I may without ſuc 
an imputation endeavour in a Chriſtian manner ti 
Vindicate my good Name and Repuration when i 
hath been injur d, and to preſerve my declining Ini 
tereſt in the Affections of my Pariſhioners, and u 
ſollicit their Favour to my Son, and againſt al 
Invaders to maintain the Right and Liberty of ny 
own Pulpit which is my Freehold by the Laws Mii 
the Nation and Country wherein I live. The 
were the only Ends I propos'd to my ſelf iu thi 
irkſome Task which J have been forc'd to take upd! 
me, and what a great Neceſſity lay upon met 
uſe a more than ordinary care about theſe thing 
will farther appear from theſe following conſider 
tions. 

1. When I waited upon the Dr. with my 8 
on the Firſt of Ofober laſt and ask'd him whetit 
he had not lately recciv'd an Order from the Bilhd 
to quit the Lecture: The Dr. anſwer'd that 0 

| Bista 


— — — —ͤ —˙ ²“ ꝰ[“ↄ KKK ð⁊—— "6 — 


— cw” 
— _ — > -—_ 


( 21) 

- Wihop:had promis d to him long fince that he would 
* Wor remove him. Upon this I replyed that J had 
been aſſur d by rhe Biſhop that he would remove 
im very ſpeedily, and if he did not, I was detef- 
„un d 1 Pulpic on SwnHays in the 
1 Wfrcrmoonafter the two firſt Sundays of that Month, 
od if T would' Preach for nothing I was aſſur d the 
aw allow me this liberty in my own Pulpfd 

his mor dz the Dt 161 much clit he üs d many 
bude, inſulting, provoking and threatning Words 
uo me on chat Occaſion; and ſuch as ate not fit to 
nahe repeare#;- much lels were they fit to be lay d 
il dy one who was firſt brought into che Lectute by 
a By Favour and Aſſiſtahce! Amongſt other things 
es 1 intimate before at” the beginning of this 
per) he aſſur'd me that if he was tiirn'd out of 
< Wis Lectute, on Sunlaysoin the Aſternoon, that I 
F ould be tütn'd out of my Medueſday Lecture in 
ohe 0% veury. Theſe are tetrible Werds indeed, 
ina if they ſhould prove true, it muſt be alſo true 
I. bat, AE Dr: is very intimate with ſome of that 
ariſh who are not my 'Friends, and that rheir pro- 
edings againſt me would be more violent than an 
ever us d againſt the Dr. bur this is one of thoſe 
hings which 1 ſhall never believe till T ſee it done, 
nd therefore T ſhall ſay no more of it till that time 
omes. 12 5 é | | ; 
2, The Dr. likewiſe aſſured me at the ſame time, 
hat if he quitted the Lecture, my Son would not 
choſen into it. This you ſee is like to be ano- 
er terrible conſequence of — the Dr. 
hich T muſt bear as well as I can, and it will be 
Warning for ever to all Miniſters of Pariſhes in 
nden to take care how they offer to diſturb a 
ountry Miniſter who hath a greater Intereſt in 
cir People's affections than they have —— 
B 3 n 
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In the mean time ſince the Dr. hath; aſſured v 
that my Son will not be choſen into his Place, Mer 
do aſſure him that I will not ſer my Heart upon iffþ}ay 
before hand, that I may be the better able to bei o 
the diſappointment when it comes upon me, but Mer 
can aſſure him likewiſe that the greateſt part of thi; 
Churchmen in both Pariſhes have already promis Has 
to me their Aſſiſtance in favour of my Son, fue 
which their Kindneſs I am bound; ro Love ie 
Honour them as long as I have.a day to.live, ant 1: 
to ſhew my gratitude to them they ſhall: fee at thy: 
end of this diſcourſe that; I will not deſire hall rej 
much as they have promis d co nume. 5 Mou 
| As for the Diſſenters in bath Pariſhes, ſome Mes! 
them have Promis d to me that if a Veſtry ſhall Mou 
call d for the choice of a Lecturer, they will VoWor 
for my Son, and moſt of them have promis d ure: 
me that if they do not Vote for him, they will ni; ar 
Vote againſt him, for which their Courttous anion 
Chriſtian behayiour J do heartily thank them hon 
Some of them indeed gave me ſuch loafe and geneWinc 
ral Anſwers as if they had a mind to reſerve theihat 
Votes for another, but when they ſhall underſtau Hab. 
by this Paper that I deſite: my Son may be Chose ift 
into the Lectute only for a ſhort and limited time u 
] believe they will be as kind as the reſt of that P 
Neighbours and not oppoſe ſuch an eafie requelfWlca 
from me and my Son, eſpecially when they Wen. 
hear neither whoever ſhall be choſen.  ; els 
As for the Churchmen in both Pariſhes who ale 
the Dr's Friends, I am not altogether without hre 
but moſt of them when he is once gone from lo. 
Pariſh will not be fo prejudic'd againſt me thedif 
Miniſter as to ſeek out for a ſtranger; and to We ſ 
him up in Qppoſition to my Son who will be t a 


modeſtly recommended to em. I confeſs my han 


$ Young and very little and low of Stature, and 
erefore they who judge by outward appearances 
ay be too apt to deſpiſe him, and to think mean- 
of his performa ices, but I deſire leave to tell 
em that under the ſame Ourward diſadvantages, 
lis Grandfather Greene who liv'd in the Old Fewry 
as ſo Eminent in the profeſſion of the Law that 
e got Fifteen Hundred Pounds Yearly, by his Pra- 
tile towards the latter end of his Life, and Dyed 
laſt Recorder of the City of London about the 
2d. Year of his Age, And if you would lay aſide 
rejudice and partiality I dare appeal to any of 
ou who have ſcen and heard my Son's performan- 
es in the Pulpit, whether he has not always given 
ou Satisfaction even beyond your Expectations 
om him. I thank God I have often heard him 
reach to my great Content and Satisfaction and 
pardon me if exceſs of natural Affection for my 
on has blinded and perverted my Judgement) I 
now his Learning and Parts and Abilities in that 
eneWind ſo well, that I think I have reaſon to believe 
dat by rhe bleſſing of God upon his Studies and 
abours in the Miniſtry, and by my advice, and 
ſſiſtance and by your favour and incouragement, 
e will ſo improve every day, in the gift and talent 
f Preaching that they who perhaps are now only 
eas d with the Harmony of his Voice, and with the 
learneſs of his Expreſſions, and with the graceful- 
els of his Delivery, will hear him Preach in a lic- 
e time with that ſoundneſs of Judgement, and 
e rength of Reaſon as will mightily tend to the 
 Wlory of God, and to their Spiritual Benefit and 
W-dification. After all that J have ſaid there may 
e ſome Churchmen in both Pariſhes who are nor 
Wi: all concern'd for the Doctor's removal or for the 
viuanner.of it, and who think that rhey have a ſut- 
B 4. ficient 
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ficient reſpect for me and my Son, and yet whalith: 
the Lecture ſhall be declar'd void. I fear they yi 
inſiſt upon it as their right by Law not only 
have a new Lecturer whether I will or no, but: 
chooſe a Lecturer according to the c uſtom of may 
other Pariſhes in the City, and that therefore they 
will expect a clear Stage, and a free and open pi 
pit, that the ſeveral Competitors put up by then 
may Preach before them for the Lecture, and thy 
when they have heard and judg'd of their perf 
mances, they may chooſe the Man whom they lik 
beſt, but tho” it may be lawful for them to expe 
this, yet 1 deſite they will let me ſay, it is ncith 
decent nor expedient in the preſent caſe, becauſ 
whatever is done in other Pariſhes upon ſuch aff 
Occaſion it is contrary to the cuſtom of our Pariſh 
for ſince T came to the Pariſh, four Lecturers han 
been choſen and to the beſt of my rememberanc 
there was no conſiderable competition till Dr. Sni 
came in who was the laſt Lecturer. Two of th 
three Lecturers before him were nominated hy 
three or four Seniors of both Pariſhes with nj 
Approbation, and one of them was nominated h 
my ſelf with their conſent and Approbation, ani 
at a Veſtry they were all choſen and confirm 
without any great oppoſition and always withou 
preaching, before the choice. Now ſince I and 
Your predeceſſors in both Pariſhes out of reſped 
to the dignity of thoſe in Holy Orders, have key 
oft theſe Pulpit· combats ever ſince T was their Mi 
niſter and ſince IT have often known how much tit 
peace of other Pariſhes has heen diſturb'd by en 
along time after a conteſted choice, and ſince tl 
majority of the Churchmen in both Pariſhes upoi 
my application to em almoſt for a whole Year H pr 
paſt, have already declar'd themſelves to be welWori 
.. 3 FE ſatisfy" 
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bellbsfy' d wich my Son, I deſire that the reſt of them 
will nor endeavour to break our Pariſh cuſtom, and 
ee this practiſe of preaching for Lecturess upon 


n 
1 


and their Neighbours only to ſhake and unſettle 
Von's Intereſt amongſt em, when they have 
bed chat meer Strangers have been always ad- 
pu red by us into their Lectures without Preaching 
them. And. I hope that my good Friends who 

not like this Innovation will be ſa well aware 

he deſign ot it, that they will do hat the can 
prevent it; for tho I put à full truſt/ in che truth 

| faithfulneſs of che generality of thoſe who have 
mis d to me their belt Services for my Son, yet 

haps by length of time, or by the Inſinuations 

the Doctor and his Friends, or by the Fondneſs 

il ſome for their right and liberty to chooſe a 
hanMWturer after their own popular way, ſome ot their 
nds may be ſo chang'd and perverted by variety 
nil preaching, that T would not have them come 
er the deluſion of it leaſt they e Ie there- 

bly co reject my Son and. to fix their choice upon 
cher, Lecturer whoſe Perſon or Performances 
be more agreeable to them. "has | 
a would not have any of the Pariſh to think that 
-mi{Wave ſaid this to prevent the free choice of a 
ouF'turcr and with a deſign to force my Son upon 
aim, I know it is not in my power to do it, and 
vac were I would not do it, I muſt confeſs. that I 
ent! hardly admit of thofe whom Dr. Smith ſhall 
up or permit to be put up to Preach for the 
ue under the fly pretence of preaching for 
on Sundays in the Afternoon. All other quali- 
| perſons ſhall be free to ſtand Candidates for 
poli Lecture and if a Veſtry ſhall be duly: call'd far 
lugt purpoſe, and if my Son ſhall be choſen by the 
relWority of the Votes of my Friends in the Yeu 
or 
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for that reaſonable term which I ſhall deſire oft 
T hope that others of the Pariſh will not look ic 
this as a force or an Impoſition upon them. be 
To Conclude, I do hereby declare that I fonſhut 
Dr. Smith and his Friends all that they have eier 
thought or ſaid or done againſt me and my Me. 
and I do it heartily and willingly and freely, I ſe 
becauſe the truth and ſincerity of my Chriſta! 
Charity for the Doctor will more. effectually Wen 
pear by deeds than by words, and becauſe we o 
once good Friends and IT defire we may part ſ ile 
do hereby promiſe ro him and to his Friends f ine 
if he quits the Lecture at Lady-day next and if rd 
Son be choſen Lecturer in his place, that I n 
preſent him and them with a Treat to the value be 
Five Guineas, and all the Inhabitants of both Wh 
riſhes that will pleaſe to come ſhall be Welcome gt 
ir, and to make all Perſons eaſie as well as my Wn 
and becauſe if poſſible I would prevail with Wd 
Doctor's Friends to join with mine in the chad 
of my Son, I do hereby likewiſe promiſe to thiifly 
that he ſhall refign the Lecture after the expiti L. 
of three Years from Lady-day next, if it ſhaw 
pleaſe God that I fhall live ſo long, and if they Wits 
then grown weary of him and defire a chang, 
promiſe to them that they ſhall be at libet) er. 
chooſe any other fit Perſon into his place, a or 
am the more deſirous of this favour from then 
the behalf of my Son becauſe if I could help iMi-g 
would meet with no diſcouragement from re({i0Wprc 
amongſt em, ſince an Opportunity for it is Me 
very near at hand, for about a Year hence the La thi 
of a Houſe that was firſt Built upon the Chugſpne 
Glebe will be expir'd, and I am then like to dior 
and reſide perſonally amongſt em, that I mayMil 
more near to them and more ready to ſerve then le, 
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Joes of my Miniſtry, and that T may more 


Wicularly acquaint my ſelf with them in order to 


better diſcharge of my Duty towards them, and 
Wut two Years after by the expiration of two 


er Leaſes, my Parſonage and Vicaridge Houles 
come into my hands if it pleaſe God TI ſhall 
ſo long, and then my Benefice will be improy't 

alue to near 100 J. Vearly more than it is at 


ent, and tho' the bright the active and vigorous 


of my Life ĩs paſt and gone, and the dark, rhe, 
le and melancholly part of it ſeems. to be left 


Wind (for J am already arriv'd beyònd the Sixty 


rd Year of my Age) yet I thank God as far as 


Wn perceive from my own experience, which is 


healthful Conſtitution that I do not yet feel 


belt voucher in this caſe, Tihave-Tuch a ſtroſig 
great infirmities of old Age growing very hl 


Wn my: Body ot my Mind; for under all thoſe 


dvantages in my prefent Fortune which I have 
ady-mention'd, and many more which I might 
y lay before you when I look within me I am 
onſcious to my ſelf of my own unworthineſs, 
when 1 look below! me I ſee ſo many greater 
ts and neceſſities in other Families than in my 
, and when I take a view of the Afflicted and 
ſerable part of Mankind round about me, T have 
one repining thought remaining upon me, eſpe- 
ly when I look above this world I have that 


pi grounded truſt in the Providence of God and 
promiſes of the Goſpel that my Mind is perfectly 


e and contented, with my preſent condition in 
the circumſtances of it, and my Heart is un- 
nedly thankful to God that they are ſo good, and 
wore his moſt gracious goodneſs with the deepeſt 
ility and devotion of Spirit that they are no 
tle, far I know my ſelf and the world ſo well 


that 


( 28 ) 
that as J do not deſire ſo I do not expect any n 
Fling: from it, and as I do perfectly hate the 
of Coverouſneſs, ſo I do deſie the reproach i 
which is ſo often unjuſtly caſt upon the Ch 
by .the ,unchacitable part of Mankind. Yet 
Farne all this T do aver, becauſe I am 
can maintain the Truth of it that God and! 
ture, Religion and Reaſon, and even that 1 
excellent Virtue of Contentment in all the Bran 
of; it, not. only allow but oblige a very g 
ariſtian. of what profeſſion ſoever, eſpecial 
he has a Wife and Children ro provide for, 

Submiſſion to the Sovereign Will and Wiſdon 
God, to endeavour by all honeſt and prui 
Ways to amend his preſent. Condition, and to 

his little Competency a little more competent i 
i is, and to deſire the Compaſſion, the Con 
and, Aſſiſtance of his Friends to tender his out 
Circumſtances in the World more eaſie than ſu 
times they are, tho' it be his Misfortune n 
cettlur'd. by others for endeavouring ſo to do. 


n * 


And tho' ſince IJ have taken Holy Orders wii 
me it has been no ſmall Trouble to me that lp» 
been reported Rich almoſt by all Perſons, M$ 
it has ſometimes made me uncaſie that my Bene » 


in the Pariſh has been repreſented by the genen 
of the Pariſhioners themſelves to be of much gte 
value than it really is, yet ſince T moſt cert 
know that thoſe Reports and Repreſentations 
falſe and groundleſs, if they will believe and 
ſider what I have already ſaid, T hope I fhal 
have the additional Misfortune to be cenſurd 
them for endeavouring to provide a little pte 
Competency for my Son when I have no 
reaſonable proſpect of providing for him, that 
that very way which now lies before them. 
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know there are many wiſe and good reaſors 
reſpect to this and the other World why mot! 
Wnd ſinful Men ought not to preſume on longer 
in any Age or State of Health, yet if by che 
ur and protection of God's providence 1 ſhall 
Winuc for ſome time to enjoy the additional 
fit of three Houſes after the Leaſes ate ex- 
, I confeſs T ſhall then, not only by my long 
ly and great experience be more fit to be yo) 
iſter, bur by the increaſe of my*Fortune!'T 
be more worthy of your Converſation, Friend; 
and Acquaintance, and I ſhall not only be 
condition to provide better for my Self any 
amily, but able likewiſe ro requite all your 
Ineſs, and to make ſome compenſation to all 
e who ſhall either want it or deſire it, and ſince 
s Born in one of your Pariſhes, and was firſt 
ght in to be your. Miniſter by a moſt fingular 
dence of God in all the circumſtances” of it, 
ſince by the goodneſs of the ſame: providence 
ve continued already amongſt you above Two 
Thirty Years in very unſettl'd and divided 
s, I believe I ſhall end my Days in your Set- 
, and as I ſhall always heartily Pray for yotr 
caſe in all Spititual and Temporal Bleſſings, 
deſire your Prayers in conjunction with my. 
chat God would be pleas'd ro pardon all my: 
Lins Negligences and Tgnorances, and endue 
with that meaſure of his Grace and Holy Spirit, 
I may be better inclin'd and inabled to per- 
MW the work of my Miniſtry for the time to 
e, and particularly that I may Labour to eſta- 
your Faith in the Goſpel of our common Sa- 
r and Redeemer, and to promote Love and 
ce and true Religion amongſt vou, and that 
'y not only be your Spiritual Guide, but your 
Friend, 


( 
Friend, yous Companion and your Comſom 
we paſs together through the ſeveral change 
chances of this mortal and imperfect State of; 
char ſo at laſt when our great change ſhall, 
and providence ſhall calb us off from the Stay 
this ſinful and miſerable World where: the gn 
and beſt of us all are only Sojourners for at 
we may finiſh, our Courſe wich joy and be 
and prepar d for another and a better World, y 
through the infinite Mercies of God in Jeſus: 
we, hope to Live again and to be perfectly q 
both in Soul and Body and that to all Eternity 
After I have begg'd your Pardon for every 
that has been Impertinent or Troubleſome to 
in this whole Diſcourſe, eſpecially for giving 
ſo long and particular an Account of my Sell 
of my Family concerns, I ſhall. conclude all 
the Words of St. Paul, x Ey. Theſ. 5. Chap. wi 
12. and 13. We beſeech you Brethren to 
. among you and are over 
in the Lord, and . you and efteem:t 
very highly in Love for their Works ſake, a 
at peace among your ſelyes. To which let me 
the Words of the Authour to the Hebrews, 

12. ver. 17. Obey them that have the rule. 
you and ſubmit your ſelves; for they watch 
your Souls as they that muſt give an account 
they may do it with joy and not with grief 
that is unprofitable for you. 1 


Jam 7 XI Aﬀettionate Friend to 
Serve Tou all in all good Offices 
Tho. Greene. 


